
When you live where 
others vacation, tak-
ing time off doesn’t have 
to mean hopping on a plane. 

With over 40 hotels and resorts, 400 short-
term vacation rentals, and numerous attrac-
tions and activities, Carlsbad is an ideal place to 
book a staycation and support the local economy.

“The Global Staycation Market size is expected to 
be worth around USD 837.3 Million by 2033, from 
USD 380.7 Million in 2023, growing at a CAGR of 
8.2% during the forecast period from 2024 to 2033” 
(Market.US Report). 

Whether you’re sipping a lavender latte in the Vil-
lage, exploring the Museum of Making Music, or 
exploring one of Carlsbad’s 40+ hiking trails, there’s 
no shortage of ways to press pause and recharge. 
(Source: carlsbadca.gov/gohike) 

For families, LEGOLAND® California continues 
to be a major draw, especially with its expanding 
water park and seasonal events that keep the ex-
perience fresh for locals and returning visitors alike.

“It’s not just about operating 
rides - it’s about delivering expe-

riences,” said Kurt Stocks, President of 
LEGOLAND California Resort. “You can really 
make an impact. The community is very tight 
here. It’s nice to feel appreciated. Everyone is 

really supportive and has mutual appreciation for 
others and everything they do.”

That sense of local connection and purpose helps 
make LEGOLAND not just a tourist destination, but 
a staycation staple for Carlsbad families.

“People used to think they had to leave town to 
really disconnect,” says Bret Schanzenbach, Presi-
dent and CEO of the Carlsbad Chamber of Com-
merce. “But more and more, residents are realizing 
the beauty of exploring their own backyard. Carls-
bad has everything you need for a full-spectrum 
vacation experience, without the travel stress.”​

Echoing this sentiment, Cherimarie Poulos, own-
er and founder of Carlsbad Food Tours, empha-

Withum’s San Diego office relocates to Carlsbad business district 
WithumSmith+Brown, PC (“Withum”), 

one of the country’s top 25 public advisory 
and accounting firms, has moved its San Di-
ego office to a new location.  

Situated in the Carlsbad business district, 
the new office location at 5780 Fleet Street, 
Suite 310, enhances Withum’s ability to serve 
clients more efficiently in Southern Califor-
nia. The 7,500-square-foot space boasts a 
modern, fresh work environment that en-
courages collaboration with a tech-forward 
approach. The newly redesigned workspac-
es offer an inclusive and collaborative envi-
ronment with modern group conferencing 
technology and wide windows to watch 
gorgeous sunsets. Spacious balconies with 
views of the ocean and surrounding nature 
are available to enjoy some fresh air.  Team 
members also have 24-hour access to a full 
gym equipped with Pelotons, free weights, 
TRX bands and more. Throughout the 
space, elements of the firm’s brand – Power 
in the Plus™ – also layer the walls, echoing 
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Carlsbad’s  
thriving tourism

Carlsbad, our quaint “Village by the 
Sea,” is a gem of coastal North County San 

Diego. We are 
known for our 
idyllic beach-
es, charming 
d o w n t o w n , 
family-fr iend-
ly attractions, 
and year-round 
Mediterranean 
climate.  With 
all these assets, 
Carlsbad con-

tinues to grow 
into a thriving tourist destination. 

Carlsbad’s tourism history is robust.  
The La Costa Resort (now known as the 
Omni La Costa Resort) was bringing 
in A-List celebrities decades ago. Then 
in 1999 LEGOLAND California Resort 
opened and ushered in an explosion 
of tourism. Since 1999 the number of 
hotels has grown from approximate-
ly 5 to over 45. In that expansion are 
many more resorts, time shares, and 
top-tier traditional hotels. In addition to 
beautiful golf courses, pristine beaches, 
amazing spas, and LEGO entertainment, 
agritourism is also a unique attraction 
in Carlsbad. Our landscape is bless-

› TOURISM,  page 15

› WITHUM  page 3 Visit the stunning new Withum office in Carlsbad. 

BRET 
SCHANZENBACH
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› PASSPORT,  page 15

No passport  
needed
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Withum’s shared purpose and vision. Only 
a few minutes-drive from many San Diego 
institutions like The Flower Fields, the 
Museum of Making Music, the Carlsbad 
Strawberry Company, and more, there are 
plenty of excursions in the area available to 
employees. 

Partner-in-Charge Andrew Hills, who 
leads the San Diego office, is very excit-
ed about the move. “Located in the heart 
of a thriving community with abundant 
opportunities for collaboration and 
growth, our new location strengthens 
our presence in the greater San Diego 
market.” On February 6, 2025, Withum 
hosted an open house for clients, busi-
ness contacts and local centers of influ-
ence to connect and explore the new 
space. “This move will allow us to pro-
vide more in-person connections with 
our clients and attract top talent from 
the area. It’s my privilege to be part of 
such a dedicated team as we deepen 
our connection to our loyal clients and  
community,” shared Hills. 

Withum is a proud member of the San 
Diego Business community, servicing high-
net-worth individuals and offering corpo-
rate tax compliance, multi-state tax plan-
ning and mergers and acquisitions services, 
among other accounting and business ad-

visory needs. Its local team provides exper-
tise for Real Estate, Consumer, Life Sciences, 
Manufacturing and Professional Services 
companies. This new office space represents 

the next chapter in the firm’s expansion in 
California as Withum also has a presence in 
Los Angeles, Orange County, San Francisco 
and San Ramon. 
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Celebrating business in a big way
Each year, the CBAD Awards give us the 

opportunity to shine a well-deserved spot-
light on the businesses and leaders who 
make Carlsbad such a dynamic place to 
live and work. The energy in the room was 
electric this year—full of innovation, collab-

oration, and home-
town pride. It’s 
always inspiring to 
gather as a commu-
nity to celebrate the 
passion and perse-
verance behind our 
local success stories.

Two standout 
companies earned 
top honors for Busi-
ness of the Year—
one small, one 

large—each making 
a significant impact through distinct and 
powerful contributions.

B.A. Worthing, Inc. was named Small 
Business of the Year for its outstanding crafts-
manship and unwavering commitment to 
community. A family-owned construction 
firm with over two decades in Carlsbad, the 
company is known for high-quality work 
and deep local roots. Their connection to 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Carlsbad dates 
back to the owner’s grandfather and contin-
ues today through the leadership of Alena 
Brooks Blasio, who actively serves on the 
club’s board. Since 2021, B.A. Worthing has 
been a proud sponsor, helping nurture and 
empower the next generation. This past 
year, they also completed a restoration of a 
historic Carlsbad property, blending innova-
tion with preservation. Their work and com-
munity involvement reflect a legacy built on 
purpose, pride, and heart.

TaylorMade Golf was honored as 
Large Business of the Year, a testament to 
its global leadership and deep local roots. 
Headquartered in Carlsbad, the company 
continues to set the pace in golf innovation 
and performance. This year, the brand cel-
ebrated a major milestone alongside long-
time ambassador Rory McIlroy, who com-
pleted his career Grand Slam with a historic 
victory at the Masters. Beyond success on 
the course, TaylorMade has remained com-
mitted to community impact—supporting 

youth golf programs, expanding its local 
R&D capabilities, and advancing sustainabil-
ity initiatives. Their influence may be global, 
but their investment in Carlsbad remains 
front and center. TaylorMade exemplifies 
what it means to lead both in business and 
in community.

Both companies reflect the spirit of Carls-
bad—hardworking, forward-thinking, and 

community-driven. The CBAD Awards aren’t 
just about trophies or titles; they’re about 
recognizing the heart and hustle behind ev-
ery great achievement.

Congratulations to all the nominees and 
winners. Carlsbad thrives because of busi-
nesses like B.A. Worthing and TaylorMade 
Golf, and we can’t wait to see what they 
do next.

AMANDA 
MILES
CHIEF OF STAFF
BITCHIN’ SAUCE
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Withum ribbon cuitting to celebrate the new Carlsbad-based office.

TaylorMade Golf was honored as Large Business of the Year

B.A. Worthing, Inc. was named Small Business of the Year

https://www.bmwcarlsbad.com
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Outdoors, community, and small business connections
As summer approaches, Carlsbad begins 

to shine in its full coastal glory. From golden 
beaches and scenic hiking trails to world-
class golf courses and a vibrant downtown 
village, Carlsbad offers endless ways to enjoy 
the outdoors. What makes our community 

truly unique is the 
synergy between 
our active lifestyle 
and the local busi-
nesses that support 
it. 

This season, we 
invite residents 
and visitors alike 
to explore the best 
of Carlsbad — to 
stay, play, and sup-
port the places and 

people that make our 
community thrive. Here are a few ways to 
make the most of your time in Carlsbad.

Stay Local, Shop Local
Spend the day at the beach catching 

waves at Tamarack or South Ponto, then 
head into the Village to shop local and en-
joy a bite at one of our many casual, coast-
al restaurants. Supporting Carlsbad’s small 
businesses keeps our community thriving — 
and there’s no better time than summer to 
experience everything our city has to offer.

Need recommendations on where to 
go to Shop Local? Visit the City’s Digital Re-
source Hub at carlsbadca.gov/business/dig-
ital-hub/shop-local.

Tee Off in Style
If hitting the green is your idea of a perfect 

day, Carlsbad is your kind of town. Known 
as a golfer’s paradise, Carlsbad golf cours-
es are tied to the global golf industry, with 

companies like TaylorMade and Callaway 
calling our city home. Enjoy world-class play 
at championship courses and local favor-
ites like The Crossings, Park Hyatt Avi-
ara, and Omni La Costa Resort and Spa, 
where scenic views of the Pacific make every 
round unforgettable. 

TGIF: Music in the Parks
Mark your calendar for the return of the 

TGIF Concerts in the Parks series, kicking 
off June 20 until the end of August. These 
free Friday concerts are a Carlsbad tradi-
tion — friends and families picnicking un-
der the stars, and neighbors reconnecting 
to the rhythm of summer. It’s more than 
music; it’s a community celebration. Make 
the most of Carlsbad’s outdoor lifestyle 
by biking to TGIF Concerts in the Parks 
this summer. Our free bike valet service 
will be available at every concert. It’s one 
more way we’re helping residents and vis-
itors embrace an active, outdoor lifestyle 
while enjoying one of our most beloved  
community events.

Local businesses can join in the fun by 
becoming TGIF sponsors — a great way to 
associate your brand with one of our most 
beloved family-friendly events. Learn more 
about our sponsorship packages or how to 
get involved at carlsbadca.gov/TGIF. 

GoHike Carlsbad
Carlsbad isn’t just known for its beaches 

— our trails, lagoons, and miles of scenic 
terrain offer even more ways to enjoy the 
outdoors. Looking to discover a new route? 
Use the GoHike Carlsbad through the Carls-
bad Connects app or visit carlsbadca.gov/
gohike. After working up an appetite, head 
into one of our nearby commercial business 
parks, where you’ll find great local spots to 

grab a bite or enjoy a refreshing drink.
Carlsbad is more than a destination — it’s 

a place we’re proud to call home. This sum-

mer, get outside, support local businesses, 
and enjoy everything our active community 
lifestyle has to offer.
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From Rock Star  
to Entrepreneur: 
Chris Swimley’s Journey

Listen here now!
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TGIF: Music in the Parks kicking off June 20 until the end of August. 

Use the GoHike Carlsbad through the Carlsbad Connects app or visit carlsbadca.gov/gohike. 

http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/palomarairport/
https://www.carlsbadpodcast.com/from-rock-star-to-entrepreneur-chris-swimleys-journey/
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 From 6 weeks through 6 years, we make early education and childcare 
joyful, engaging and fun so children are happy to learn, play and grow!

Now EnrollingNow EnrollingNow EnrollingNow Enrolling
Infants    Toddlers    Preschool

Designed to advance each 
child’s development through 

programs that include 
phonics, STEM, foreign 

language and more!

Our Curriculum
Act as coaches that teach 

important life lessons 
and skills.

Our Characters
Our health and safety standards 
meet or exceed CDC guidelines 

to ensure a safe, clean and 
happy learning environment.

Health and Safety

  Call (760) 589-6203 to connect with our Enrollment Specialist

3110 Business Park Dr • Vista • CA, 92081 
www.TheLearningExperience.com

BRAND NEW SCHOOL

Vista

Head to thelearningexperience.com and learn more.

Now enrolling
From 6 weeks through 5 years, we make 

early education and childcare joyful, engag-
ing and fun so children are happy to learn, 
play and grow!

 
WHAT DOES OUR BRAND OFFER IN 
TERMS OF CURRICULUM?

At The Learning Experience, our com-
prehensive approach to curriculum is based 
on environment and play being the essen-
tial foundations of a preschool program, rec-
ognizing the child as an active learner who 
guides their own learning. Our proprietary 
L.E.A.P.® (Learning Experience Academic Pro-
gram) curriculum is designed to empower 
every child to learn through play, explora-
tion, and hands-on activities with lessons 
in early literacy programs such as Phonics, 
Sign Language, and Foreign Language, and 
the STEM based disciplines of Science, Math, 
and Technology. Incorporating healthy life-
style and life value lessons such as Physical 

Fitness, Manners, and Philanthropy provides 
a well-rounded quality early education that 
extends beyond the ABCs and 123s.

TLE’s curriculum develops the whole child, 
using fun, hands-on activities that help chil-
dren intellectually, socially, and cognitively, 
focusing on the six ages and stages of early 
childhood development. By engaging chil-
dren in hands-on learning, it encourages 
them to explore and solve problems at their 
own rate of development.

CHARACTERS THAT BRING  
LEARNING TO LIFE!

Children love learning from characters—
and studies show that it’s highly effective es-
pecially in preschool and early education. TLE® 
has a cast of unique, beloved characters, each 
one teaching children a new value or activity.

We can’t wait to show you why Happy 
Happens Here! Visit our site to schedule a 
tour today!

Now Enrolling!

COMING
SOON

Art in the Village celebrates 27 years
Held every Summer since 1998, the Carls-

bad Village Association’s Art in the Village 
will return on Sunday, June 22nd from 10am 
to 6pm for its 27th year! 

This one-day, 
open-air art show 
brings together 150 
local and regional 
fine artists for a dy-
namic, coastal-in-
fluenced art show. 
All artwork is juried 
guaranteeing ex-
cellent quality in a 
wide variety of me-
diums including oil, 
watercolor, mixed 
media, digital, glass-

work, photography, woodworking, jewelry, 
pottery, sculpture, and more. Patrons can 
meet and interact with the artists and all art 
on display will be available for purchase. 

Celebrating the dynamic art culture in 
Carlsbad Village and the surrounding areas, 
this annual event attracts thousands of art 
enthusiasts each year. Starting at 10am, just 
two blocks from Carlsbad State Beach, at-
tendees can browse vibrant exhibits along 
State Street and Grand Avenue. Art in the 
Village also features:

• �Two stages, including three musical acts 
and live performance art on the State 
Street Main Stage.

• �Local sidewalk musicians playing 
throughout the venue during the day.

• �Live glassblowing by Barrio Glass-
works.

• �Sculpting with live models by Lieu de 
Sculpture.

• �Chalk Zone with live painting by multi-
ple local and regional artists.

• �Free art making pavilion for children 
and their families, called Pop-Up Art: An 
Interactive Encounter, operated by the 
City of Carlsbad Cultural Arts.

• �Face painting for kids.
The Chalk Zone, new this year, will feature 

live painting by local artists Ron Juncal and 
Phyllis Swanson, and others, in the foun-
tain parking lot at the corner of Grand Av-
enue and State Street. Artists will create live 
throughout the day on large format boards 

and completed artwork will be on display in 
downtown business store fronts following 
the show for all to enjoy. 

Carlsbad Village offers an incredible culi-
nary and beverage scene including fast-ca-
sual, coffee houses, wine bars, craft brew-
eries, and full-service dining just steps from 
the Art in the Village venue.

Each year, Art in the Village levels up. 

This year the event will host more artists 
than ever before. There will be more mu-
sic than ever before. And more live demos 
and activations than ever before will de-
light art admirers of all ages. Please join 
us for a day of open-air artistry that brings 
people together like no other local event. 
For more information, please visit us at 
carlsbad-village.com/art.

“Best Friends” courtesy of Art in the Village Artist Ambassador, Josh Serafin (@artbyserafin)

Art in the Village., courtesy of the Carlsbad 
Village Association.

http://www.thelearningexperience.com
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Symposium spotlights social mobility
Almost a decade ago, at another universi-

ty on another coast, Ellen Neufeldt set out to 
organize a symposium on social mobility. As 
she called around to invite participants as an 

administrator at Old 
Dominion Univer-
sity in Virginia, she 
received the same 
answer again and 
again:

“I will come, but 
first you must tell 
me what social mo-
bility is.”

Neufeldt related 
that story in Feb-
ruary under a very 
different set of cir-
cumstances. She’s 

now in her sixth year 
as president of Cal State San Marcos. Social 
mobility has increasingly gained prominence 
in the world of higher education.

And, most significantly, Neufeldt was 
speaking to an audience of more than 400 
people packed into the University Student 
Union ballroom for the now-annual National 
Social Mobility Symposium. A cross-section 
of education, government and other leaders 
from across the country congregated over 
a day-and-a-half to delve into the once-for-
eign concept and the many ways that social 
mobility is interconnected with the vital 
work of educating students.

“The national and higher education 
conversation has changed in many ways,” 
Neufeldt said in remarks kicking off the sym-
posium. “Right here at CSUSM and in the 
CSU in general, social mobility has been part 
of the core mission of who we are. In fact, 
through CSUSM’s strategic planning, we es-
tablished our vision to be a national leader 
in social mobility.

“While social mobility includes upward 
economic mobility, it also encompasses 
broader access to opportunities and re-
sources, education, and overall quality of life.”

In a fortuitous stroke of timing, the sym-
posium began on the same day that the 

College Futures Foundation – an Oak-
land-based nonprofit – released its inaugu-
ral California Mobility Index. The CMI ranks 
four-year institutions in the state based not 
on how exclusive they are, but rather on the 
rate of low- and medium-income students 
they enroll and the return on investment 
they provide.

California State University campuses ac-
count for 13 of the top 15 spots (including 
CSUSM) in the CMI, the debut of which drew 
coverage from such media outlets as the Los 
Angeles Times and EdSource.  

CSU Chancellor Mildred Garcia was one 
of four keynote speakers at the sympo-
sium, calling it one of the system’s “signature 
events.”

“At the CSU and at our peer institutions 
represented here today, social mobility is 
our greatest strength, our immense source 
of pride, and it’s our reason for being,”  
Garcia said. 

Joining Garcia as keynote speakers at the 
symposium were Nate Hilger, an economist 
and data scientist and author of the book 
“The Parent Trap: How to Stop Overloading 
Parents and Fix Our Inequality Crisis”; Charles 
Welch, president of the American Associa-
tion of State Colleges and Universities; and 
Alejandra Campoverdi, founder of the First 
Gen Fund and a former White House aide to 
President Barack Obama.

Also, two current or former elected offi-
cials spoke to the assembled crowd: Toni At-

kins, the former leader of the California State 
Senate; and Scott Peters, the U.S. representa-
tive of the congressional district (50th) that 
includes San Marcos.

Atkins talked about the tie between her 
own story of social mobility as a first-gener-
ation college graduate who grew up poor 
in Appalachia and her political work in the 
state as a fierce advocate of education, af-
fordable housing and LGBTQ rights.

“Social mobility allowed me, the daughter 
of a seamstress from Appalachia, to become 
the first woman to be president pro tempore 
of the California State Senate,” Atkins said. “It al-
lowed me to live a life far beyond my dreams. 
I want to make sure current and future stu-
dents get a chance to live that life as well.”

Advisory Program at Pacific Ridge School
At Pacific Ridge School, an indepen-

dent, non-profit school in Bressi Ranch, 
programs and curriculum are designed to 
foster personal and academic excellence 

through challenge 
and care. Students 
are encouraged to 
take risks, explore 
new interests, and 
develop essential 
critical thinking and 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
skills. Central to this 
academic experi-
ence is the school’s 
intentional focus on 
personal attention 

and connection, which cultivates belong-
ing, academic growth, and student wellness.

While grade-level orientations, middle 
and upper school social events, yearly Glob-
al Travel excursions, and diverse enrichment 
activities provide significant moments for 
connection, one of the key components of 
student life is the Advisory program. 

The program pairs students with faculty 
advisors and small peer groups, providing 
dedicated time for personal growth, skill 
building, and meaningful relationships. 
“Advisory really does bring you closer to 
your peers,” says sophomore Dasha Storrs. 
“Bonding with classmates, helps strengthen 
friendships that can last all of high school 
and even beyond. We get the opportunity 
to have fun throughout the year and still be 

in a classroom setting. 
Advisory also gives students a space to 

talk to a trusted adult for homework help 
or advice.” She adds, “The Advisory program 
has taught me useful skills such as time 
management and organization throughout 
my 10th grade year. I know I always have a 
place to turn when I need help and that my 
advisor will do all she can to help me. Over-
all, advisory is a support system on the PRS 
campus for all students,” shares Storrs. Ghiya 

Ali, 10th grade dean, health teacher, and the 
coordinator for affinity and alliance student 
groups at Pacific Ridge, shares the impor-
tance of the Advisory program on campus 
and the impact she has seen. 

“In Advisory, our teachers create time and 
space for students to reflect, build habits, 
and develop skills that help them overcome 
present and future challenges, preparing 
them for fruitful inner and outer lives,” says 
Ali. Built on the pillars of growth, reflection, 

and belonging, the program includes dis-
cussions, team-building activities, games, 
and structured reflection. These sessions al-
low students to build community, develop 
life skills, and consider how relevant topics 
affect them individually and as a commu-
nity. Two of the six programming blocks in 
each student’s schedule are allocated for ad-
visory programming, giving students time 
to connect with their advisors and group 
once or twice each week. 

In grades nine through 12, students re-
main with the same advisor and advisory 
group, creating continuity that fosters trust 
and deeper relationships. This consistent 
structure allows students to feel comfort-
able asking for help, celebrating successes, 
and engaging in honest conversations. Ad-
visors get to know their students well and 
use that knowledge to support their growth. 
Whether advocating during a challenging 
moment, offering course selection guid-
ance, or nominating a student for a special 
opportunity, advisors become champions 
for their advisees. “Advisory strengthens re-
lationships within the grade level and pro-
vides opportunities for students to develop 
empathy, communication, self-awareness, 
and conflict resolution,” says Ali. “It also 
provides a consistent space for students to 
share their thoughts, challenges, and suc-
cesses without judgment.” 

To learn more about Pacific Ridge School’s 
programs and curriculum, visit www.pacifi-
cridge.org.

Alejandra Campoverdi, an author and former aide to President Barack Obama, speaks at the National Social Mobility Symposium at CSUSM in  
February. Photo by Erica Perez

Pacific Ridge School students build strong bonds through small group advisory classes that remain 
consistent through high school.
 



LaCostaGlen.comState of California License #374600637. 
Certificate of Authority #265. Offerings depicted are subject to change.

THE RETIREMENT 

LIFESTYLE YOU want, 
IN THE COASTAL 

SETTING YOU love.
La Costa Glen, an award-winning retirement 
community minutes from downtown  

Carlsbad, offers residents maintenance-free 

homes with an ideal blend of active living  

and convenient services – all within a beautiful  

55-acre campus.

Plus, have a confident and predictable   

plan for the rising costs of long-term care,

with priority access to a highly rated 

healthcare center offering assisted living, 

memory care and long-term care in a skilled 

nursing center – providing peace of mind for 

life’s uncertainties.

Join the Future Residents Club for 
complimentary access to amenities and 
dining to experience the La Costa Glen 
lifestyle today! Call 1-760-456-8709 today 
for more information.

https://www.lacostaglen.com
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CELEBRATE YOUR

AT THE

campusoflife.org

info@campusoflife.org

Fun for the whole
family while supporting

a great cause

T E R I  C O M M O N
G R O U N D S  C A F E

&  C O F F E E  B A R
D A I L Y  B R E A K F A S T  &  L U N C H

W E E K E N D  B R U N C H

L I V E  S H O W S  A T
T H E  B O R N E M A N N

FA M I L Y  F R I E N D L Y  V E N U E
S H O W  C A L E N D A R  A T

W W W .T E R I . L I V E

H O S T  Y O U R  E V E N T
1 0  U N I Q U E  E V E N T  S P A C E S

1 0 %  O F F  F O R  C A R L S B A D
C H A M B E R  M E M B E R S

555 Deer Springs Rd, San Marcos

Call to schedule a personalized tour of our 
award-winning community.

1-760-334-4421 | visitglenbrook.com

GlenBrook Health Center is an elite-rated Skilled Nursing Facility by 
U.S. News & World Report with rehabilitation and options for 
assisted living and memory care. Just steps away from a world-class 
shopping center, The Forum Carlsbad, GlenBrook gives you peace of 
mind knowing your loved one has a packed social calendar and the 
expert care they need in a homelike environment.

✓

Nationally RRaannkkeedd, Locally LLoovveedd.
✓ Certified as a Great Place to Work 6 years in a row

✓ Named a Best Skilled Nursing Community 4 years in a row

5-Star Rated by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid

For the well-being of residents, GlenBrook Health Center strives to follow CDC guidance and 
comply with recommendations from state and local health officials. Offerings depicted are 
subject to change. State of California License Numbers: #374601560 and #080000786.

The modern 
Odyssey

In Homer’s epic tale The Odyssey, the hero 
Odysseus faces a daunting challenge on 

his journey home. He 
must pass the island 
of the Sirens, mythi-
cal creatures whose 
enchanting songs 
lure sailors to crash 
upon the rocks. 

In a stroke of 
genius, Odysseus 
plugs his crew’s ears 
with beeswax and 
ties himself to the 
mast, commanding 
his men to ignore 

his pleas for release until they pass the dan-
ger. 

This ancient story holds timeless wisdom 
for investors today as we face our seductive 
melodies in the modern financial markets.

The Modern Sirens
As the Sirens’ irresistible tunes tempted 

the fictional sailors, today’s investors are 
bombarded with alluring promises and en-
ticing opportunities. 

The financial media is full of pages dis-
cussing the next “can’t-miss” company stock, 
social media is full of stories of overnight 
crypto millionaires, and friends love sharing 
tales of perfectly timed trades. These are 
only examples of the temptations that ap-
peal to our fear of missing out. 

Our innate fear of loss is also preyed upon 
by those who have influence. As soon as the 
stock market retreats for a month, stories of 
pending doom reach us, testing our disci-
pline and patience.

These are the modern Siren songs, and 
they can be just as dangerous as the myth-
ical melodies of old. The modern investor’s 
greatest challenge lies not in the complexi-
ties of the market but in managing our emo-
tions and impulses.

No investor is immune to temptations. 
However, history has repeatedly shown that 
reacting to market noise and making deci-
sions based on fear or greed is a well-used 
recipe for failure. 

So how can we, like Odysseus, safely navi-
gate these treacherous waters?

Charting Your Course
Like Odysseus’ journey, the key to suc-

cessful investing lies in preparation and dis-
cipline. Before setting sail, Odysseus knew 
his destination and had a plan to reach it. 
Similarly, we must define our long-term 

financial goals and chart a clear course to 
achieve them. 

Once our strategy is set, we must put safe-
guards in place to protect against the temp-
tation of emotional decision-making. Just as 
Odysseus plugged his crew’s ears, we must 
filter out the constant barrage of noise and 
limit our exposure to sensational financial 
news. Like his command to be tied to the 
mast, we need a steadfast commitment to 
our long-term plan, even when markets get 
rocky like right now.

Most importantly, Odysseus did not em-
bark on his journey alone; he had a trusted 
crew to keep him on course. Similarly, inves-
tors who work with a competent and caring 
financial adviser possess a vital support sys-
tem that can provide objective guidance, 
help maintain perspective, and ensure they 
stick to the strategy when emotions run high.

Eyes on the Prize
In The Odyssey, Odysseus’ ultimate goal 

was clear - to return to his beloved home 
and family. 

Our financial objectives must be equally 
meaningful and personal. Whether securing 
a comfortable retirement, funding a child’s 
education, or leaving a legacy for future 
generations, your goals should be rooted 
in what truly matters to you. This emotional 
connection can provide the resolve to stay 
the course when challenges arise.

As Odysseus ultimately reached Ithaca, 
we can achieve our financial destinations by 
staying disciplined and focused. The price of 
succumbing can be steep: missed goals, lost 
opportunities, and deferred dreams.

So, let us chart our course carefully, filter 
out the noise, and keep our eyes fixed on 
what matters most. In doing so, we can build 
not only wealth but the financial freedom to 
live our best lives. And that, in the end, is the 
true reward of this modern odyssey—to live 
our ideal life!

Like Odysseus’ journey, the key to successful investing lies in preparation and discipline.

JUSTIN PEEK 
CFP®, CCFC®,  
CLTC®, AAMS®

CEO AND FOUNDER
PEEK WEALTH
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https://www.campusoflife.org
http://www.visitglenbrook.com
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Friday, May 23, 2025   |   8 - 9 am

F R E E  N E T W O R K I N G  E V E N T

WHERE
Dogs on the Run
3176 Lionshead Avenue, Suite 101 
Carlsbad, CA 92010

WHAT
It’s not just coffee, it’s about fostering  
relationships and building up a strong  
professional network. 

CONNECTION
Coffee

     web.carlsbad.org/events

PLACE
The Westin Carlsbad Resort & Spa
5480 Grand Pacific Drive 
Carlsbad, CA 92008

T H E  R O I  O F  K I N D N E S S

CULTURE,  
CONNECTION & 
COLLABORATION
Friday, June 6, 2025   |   7 am - 9 am 

     web.carlsbad.org/events

WHAT
Learn the neuroscience and business benefits 
of kindness at work, and gain practical tools to 
lead with empathy, boost creativity, and build a 
more connected, high-performing team.

FIRST FRIDAY 
BREAKFAST

Devin C. Hughes 
Speaker, Author  
& Thought Leader

PLACE
Alejandra’s Mexican Cantina
6996 El Camino Real
Carlsbad, CA 920091

WHAT
Make new connections,  
develop your referral channels, 
and have some fun!  

CBAD  
HAPPY HOUR 
Alejandra's Mexican Cantina

N E T W O R K I N G  & 
R E F R E S H M E N T S

     web.carlsbad.org/events

Wed. June 25, 2025   |   5 pm - 7 pm

LUNCH MOB

Friday, May 9, 2025   |  11:30 am - 1 pm

N E T W O R K I N G  L U N C H

LUNCH MOB
WHERE
L’atelier de Paris
7150 Avenida Encinas
Carlsbad, CA 92011

WHAT
Networking, Connections,  
Good Food, and Fun
Your only cost is what you order.      web.carlsbad.org/events

Wednesday, May 21, 2025   |   8 - 9 am

WHERE
Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce 
5934 Priestly Dr.,  
Carlsbad, CA 92008

WHAT
Netforce 3 is opening the doors to its weekly 
meeting for anyone interested to meet and 
learn how the group operates - It’s Free!

OPEN HOUSE
Coffee, Goodies & Marketing Tips

     web.carlsbad.org/events

N E T W O R K I N G  E V E N T

PLACE
The Red Chickz 
2525 El Camino Real Unit 217
Carlsbad, CA 92008

WHAT
Make new connections,  
develop your referral channels, 
and have some fun!  

CBAD  
HAPPY HOUR The Red Chickz

N E T W O R K I N G  & 
R E F R E S H M E N T S

     web.carlsbad.org/events

Wed. May 21, 2025   |   5 pm - 7 pm

FOR MORE INFO
Contact Andrew Lippman
(516) 526-2968 Call or Text
ALippmanCFP@gmail.com

N E T W O R K I N G  W O R K S H O P

Chamber
PL8TES
Monday, June 16, 2025   |   11:30 am - 1 pm 

     web.carlsbad.org/events

WHAT
Don’t miss out on this opportunity for 
8 chamber members to meet and learn 
more about each other’s businesses.

FIRST FRIDAY 
BREAKFAST

Andrew Lippman 

LUNCH MOB

Friday, June 13, 2025   |  11:30 am - 1 pm

N E T W O R K I N G  L U N C H

LUNCH MOB
WHERE
Casa de Bandini
1901 Calle Barcelona
Carlsbad, CA 92009

WHAT
Networking, Connections,  
Good Food, and Fun
Your only cost is what you order.      web.carlsbad.org/events

Discover Carlsbad’s New Digital Hub – A Game Changer for Small Businesses
In April, the City of Carlsbad hosted a free 

informational webinar for small business 
owners, introducing the new Digital Hub— 
a powerful new tool designed to help busi-
nesses plan, start, manage, and grow with 
data-driven insights.

For many small 
businesses, access 
to this kind of busi-
ness intelligence 
has never been 
within reach—
until now. While 
larger companies 
often have the re-
sources to gather 
and analyze mar-
ket data, Carlsbad’s 
Digital Hub levels 
the playing field 
by offering valu-

able insights at no cost. Key features include:
Competitiveness Analysis – Understand 

how your business compares within your 
industry.

Industry Mapping – Pinpoint potential 
customers, suppliers, and competitors.

Shop Local Directory – Boost visibility by 
listing your business in an interactive online 
directory.

Business Resources – Access tools and 
data to help you make strategic, informed 
decisions.

Growth Tools – Learn how to leverage the 
Hub to stay competitive and connect with 
essential resources.

Part of the Small Business Liaison Pro-
gram, the Digital Hub is a free tool creat-
ed to empower Carlsbad entrepreneurs 
with the same high-value analytics typi-
cally reserved for larger enterprises. From 
customer demographics to local market 
insights and competitive benchmarking, 
this platform provides the intelligence 
needed to:
•	Identify growth opportunities
•	Refine business strategies
•	Explore new markets
•	Drive long-term success

Whether you’re starting a new venture 
or expanding an existing one, the Dig-
ital Hub is here to support your journey. 
Strengthening the local economy, foster-

ing innovation, and driving business suc-
cess—that’s the mission. Explore the tools 
now at: www.carlsbadca.gov/business/
digital-hub.

https://web.carlsbad.org/events
https://web.carlsbad.org/events
https://web.carlsbad.org/events
https://web.carlsbad.org/events
https://web.carlsbad.org/events
https://web.carlsbad.org/events
https://web.carlsbad.org/events
https://web.carlsbad.org/events
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M E M B E R  R E N E W A L S

W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S

ATTORNEYS   
Harris Law Office, APC
Laurel Harris
(760) 720-4566
2725 Jefferson St., Ste. 9
Carlsbad, CA 92008
harrislawofficeapc.com
Harris Law Office, APC’s dedicated attorneys 
provide detail oriented and results driven 
approaches, with each case having a person-
alized plan of action dependent on the needs 
of the client. As a boutique law firm, we have 
the ability to respond quickly, make ourselves 
available after hours or on weekends, and 
spend the time necessary to efficiently prepare 
the client’s case.

BANKS         
Poppy Bank
Christina Nichols
(442) 212-1190
6985 El Camino Real, Ste., A104
Carlsbad, CA 92009
poppy.bank
Rated 5-Stars by BauerFinancial*. Poppy Bank 
is recognized as one of the strongest financial 
institutions in the country. Security; Strength; 
Reliability. We exist to meet the banking needs 
of our clients and to make a positive difference 
in the communities we serve.

Umpqua Bank
Leslie Taylor Matson
(541) 331-1353
2010 Main St., Ste. 150
Irvine, CA 92614
umpquabank.com
Umpqua Bank helps people, businesses and 
communities find financial solutions that 
fit. We do so by treating our customers like 
people, not numbers. Umpqua offers the best 
of both worlds - the financial expertise and 
strength of a national bank with the customer 
service and care of a community bank.

BEAUTY SALONS & DAY SPAS   
Bri’s Beauty Grotto
Bri Reichel
(951) 852-2455
390 Oak Ave., Ste. G
Carlsbad, CA 92008
carlsbadlashesbrows.com
I see beauty in every face and my mission is to 
preserve and nurture it. Everything I do and ev-
erything I create is based on what we believe 
in: That beauty matters. Helping my clients 
look beautiful is nice, but helping people 
believe they are beautiful is life changing.

C/v Beauty Collective & Wellness
Kaileigh Tobusch
4425004797
390 Oak Ave., Ste. G
Carlsbad, CA 92008
cvbeautycollective.com
C/v Beauty Collective & Wellness supports 
individually owned small businesses by offer-
ing private suite rentals for each business to 
operate independently. Conveniently located 2 
blocks from the beach in Carlsbad Village.

COUNSELING SERVICES   
The Village Lighthouse, Inc.
Mary Barnett
(760) 969-4985
2892 Jefferson St.
Carlsbad, CA 92008
thevillagelighthouse.com
The Village Lighthouse stands as a guiding 
light for families, offering expert advocacy, 
therapy, and assessments to promote educa-
tional success.

CYBERSECURITY     
SMBWISE
Ronald Gray
(760) 644-5208
2662 Cazadero Dr.
Carlsbad, CA 92009
smbwise.com
At SMBWISE IT Security &amp; Support, our mis-
sion is to empower small to medium businesses 
with robust and tailored tech solutions. We are 
committed to providing comprehensive IT se-
curity, expert support, and innovative strategies 
that align with the unique needs of each client.

FLOORING     
Floor Coverings International 
(Carlsbad)
Travis  Brown
(760) 452-3832
1902 Wright Pl., Ste. 200
Carlsbad, CA 92008
floorcoveringsinternational.com/loca-
tions/us/ca/north-county-coastal
Our unique service brings an array of beautiful 
flooring samples directly to your home in our 
mobile show room allowing you to see them 
in your own light and space. No more guess-
ing how a sample will look in-store versus 
your living room you can now make confident 
choices in the comfort of your home.

HEALTH & FITNESS
OHM Fitness
Danielle Conklin
(760) 701-1575
137 S Las Posas Rd., Ste. 253
San Marcos, CA 92078
ohmfitness.com/pages/san-mar-
cos-grand-plaza-california
In pursuit of achieving a maximum workout 
in minimum time, we created OHM Fitness to 
redefine the experience and results previously 
provided by workouts. OHM Fitness will help 
you connect to your future, 3x your workout, 
and provide you with fitness you can feel, and 
results you can see.

HEALTH CARE         
Coastal Mobile Therapy
Jason Swisher
(760) 688-9089
1630 Ridgeway St.
Oceanside, CA 92054
coastalmobiletherapy.com
CMT is an outpatient-based therapy company 
that provides mobile services. We come to 
your home or place of living to provide those 
services to you or your family member. Your 
place of living can be your single-family home, 
assisted living, board and care facility or other 

remote locations.

INSURANCE
Advanced Brokers Insurance Services
Nicole Hardin
(858) 436-7999
325 Carlsbad Village Dr., Ste. G2
Carlsbad, CA 92008
advancedbrokersinc.com
Advanced Brokers Insurance Services is a 
leading Independent Insurance Agency. We 
offer all lines of Insurance including Auto, 
Home, Life, Disability and Business insurance. 
Unlike most Insurance Agents that represent 
a certain company, Brokers are insurance 
professionals that represent the CLIENT. By 
comparing rates and coverage with SEVERAL 
top-rated insurance carriers, we find YOU the 
best possible price. That’s right, we Represent 
YOU!

LAND USE PLANNING       
Atlantis Group
Renee Mezo
(858) 761-8511
2488 Historic Decatur Rd., Ste. 220
San Diego, CA 92106
atlantissd.com Atlantis Group is the premier 
land use and strategic planning consulting 
firm in San Diego. We specialize in forming 
partnerships with our private and public 
agency clients ensuring success for their 
projects.

LIMOUSINE SERVICE       
La Costa Limousine
Marcus Matibag
(760) 438-4455
2770 Loker Ave.
Carlsbad, CA 92101
lacostalimo.com
Arrive in Style and Comfort with San Diego’s 
Premier Luxury Transportation. Experience 
Five-Star Service with La Costa Limousine 
Expert Chauffeurs and Impeccable Fleet.

PARKING LOTS & GARAGES          
ACE Parking
Don Searcy
(855) 223-7275
645 Ash Street
San Diego, CA 92101
aceparking.com
The leading edge of parking and transporta-
tion solutions.

PEST CONTROL  
& EXTERMINATORS
DTek Live Bee Removal
Henry Reed
(760) 224-3040
844 Alta Vista Drive
Vista, CA 92084
dteklivebeeremoval.com
Providing live bee removal service to all of San 
Diego County.

REAL ESTATE
Graham + Kelly Levine
Graham Levine
(760) 421-1733
682 S Coast Hwy 101, Ste. 110
Encinitas, CA 92024
grahamandkelly.com  
Looking for top real estate agents in Califor-
nia? Look no further! Graham and Kelly Levine 
offer expert services to help you find your 
dream property.

RESTAURANTS        
Chocolate Bar
Toni Spilsbury
(702) 324-1777
2917 State St.
Carlsbad, CA 92008
chocolatebarcarlsbad.com
Chocolate Bar is an all-day cafe located in 
the heart of Carlsbad Village. Specialty coffee, 
wine, beer and food with an organic, seed 
oil-free and gluten-free menu can be enjoyed 
with live music.

SECURITY
Off Duty Officers, Inc.
Anita Anderson
8884085900
2365 La Mirada Dr.
Vista, CA 92081
offdutyofficers.com
Off Duty Officers, Inc. is a premier nationwide 
security guard company, founded in 1993 in 
San Diego. We leverage a top-tier network of 
security professionals to deliver customized 
safety and security services that meet the 
unique needs of our clients.

SKIN CARE  
Mistral
Matthew Tilker
(858) 755-3613
6221 Yarrow Dr., Ste. B
Carlsbad, CA 92011
mistralsoap.com
Since 1994, Mistral has crafted exceptional 
quality soaps and beauty products. Our exqui-
site fragrances and superior formulations cele-
brate the body while nourishing and soothing 
the skin. With the lush landscape of Provence 
as our laboratory, we invite you to experience 
the transformative power of Mistral.

STAFFING/RECRUITING      
LAdmins LLC
Zaur Lachuev
(415) 503-7777
4893 Carriage Run Dr.
San Diego, CA 92140
ladmins.com
At LAdmins, we believe in the power of 
personalized talent search. Our philosophy is 
centered on a curated, hand-picked approach, 
with the goal of presenting you with can-
didates who are nearly perfect fits for your 
needs. We’re committed to providing you with 
exceptional service and results, so you can 
focus on what matters most - growing your 
business.

Aegis Living at Shadowridge
Agua Hedionda Lagoon Foundation - 

Discovery Center
Ballast Rock Private Wealth

Believe in Signs
Benefits by Design Insurance Services

Big Frog Custom T-Shirts & More
BKK Thai Kitchen

Brightway Insurance
California Residential Consulting

Caring Transitions of Carlsbad, La Jolla, 
and Temecula

Carlsbad Police Officers’ Foundation
Clean Energy Alliance

Develop Your Team
Devin C. Hughes Inc.

Dexter Wilson Engineering, Inc.
Edward Jones (Alessi Vincent, Financial 

Advisor)
Encinitas Union School District

EnergySource Minerals, LLC
ESM INSITE

EZPrints
Fairwinds Ivey Ranch Retirement 

Community
G10 Law, APLC

Gelatolove
GIA (Gemological Institute of America)

Grand Canyon University
Handel’s Carlsbad

Henry Schein Orthodontics
Independent Actuaries

i-NETT
Interfaith Community Services

Kobayashi Studios Of Martial Arts
La Costa Neighbors Magazine

Law Office of Aisha Williams, APC
Mary Kay Cosmetics (Carol Fehr)

New Chapter Insurance (Vickie Braden)
North Coast Calvary Chapel

Ocean Hills Senior Living
Palomar Forum Business Park

Pam Valinet Management Consultant
PFM LLP

Project Blue
Rotary Club of Carlsbad

Salon Adair
SERVPRO of Carlsbad

Solutions for Change, Inc.
Sully Entertainment Group, LLC

Tutor Doctor
U.S. Bancorp Investments Wealth 

Management
Visit Carlsbad

Zodiac, A Fluidra Company
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LIVE YOUR LIFE...

2131 Palomar Airport Road, Suite 330 • Carlsbad, CA 92011
www.wwmfi nancial.com

760.692.5190 offi ce
760.692.5162 fax

• Asset Management
• Financial Planning
• Estate PlanningCatherine M. Magaña 

Managing Partner, CFP® 

catherine@wwmfinancial.com

BURGLAR, FIRE, ACCESS CONTROL, VIDEO, 
PATROL, GUARD, ALARM RESPONSE, 

INTERNET VIDEO MONITORING,
HOME AUTOMATION

www.RSFsecurity.com • info@rsfsecurity.com

TOTAL
SECURITY,
WITHOUT
COMPROMISE

BURGLAR, FIRE, ACCESS CONTROL, VIDEO, 
PATROL, GUARD, ALARM RESPONSE, 

INTERNET VIDEO MONITORING,
HOME AUTOMATION

www.RSFsecurity.com • info@rsfsecurity.com

TOTAL
SECURITY,
WITHOUT
COMPROMISE

w w w. .com

In Our 16th Year Serving North County 
San Diego Helping Families:

• Planning for a dignified retirement.
• Educating their children and grandchildren.
• Creating a legacy strategy.

Let us help you with 
what is important to 
your family!

www.edwardjones.com

Matt Leonard, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

2121 Palomar Airport Rd
Suite 100
Carlsbad, CA 92011
760-438-1037
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Make your financial
future a priority.

Member SIPC

In Our 14th Year Serving North County 
San Diego Helping Families:

• Planning for a dignified retirement.
• Educating their children and grandchildren.
• Creating a legacy strategy.

Let us help you with 
what is important to 
your family!

Matthew L Leonard, CFP®

Financial Advisor

California Insurance License: 0F65560
Edward Jones Insurance Agency of 
California License: 0C24309

2121 Palomar Airport Rd, Suite 100
Carlsbad, CA 92011
760-438-1037

R I S I N G  S T A R S

Congratulations  
TO OUR APRIL 2025 RISING STARS!

The
Chamber
is
community.
Whether in times of prosperity or times of crisis, we are with you on 

the front lines, leading the way and making sure our community 

emerges stronger than ever.

We are all in this together at carlsbad.org

Catalyst. Convener. Champion

Congratulations to our April Rising Stars of the Month: Nathan Mun, LCC;  
Ariel Pantaleon Rios, Sage Creek; Race Grueskin, Carlsbad High; Hung Nguyen,  
Army and Navy Academy. 

http://www.phillipsandco-re.com
http://www.wwmfinancial.com
http://www.rsfsecurity.com
http://www.savvyup.com
http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.bottomlinemanagement.org
http://www.carlsbad.org
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INAUGURAL FUTURE CEO COHORT
• �26 Students from Carlsbad Unified School District
• 1 Valley Middle School
• 4 Calavera Hills Middle School
• 21 Aviara Oaks Middle School
• �6 weeks of classes; 45 minutes each, Thursday’s @ 4pm
• 1 Guest Speaker per Class:	
		  - Amanda Miles with  Bitchin’ Sauce
		  - Justin Peek with Peek Wealth
		  - Justin Jachura with Señor Grubby’s
		  - Alex Renee Poelstra with ALL MAVEN
		  - Liberty Bernal with Liberty Bernal Coaching
• �Course ended with a “Makers Market” where the students were able to display, 

showcase, and sell the items that they created for the class
		  - Nine students participated, selling over $1,000 combined!
		  - �Products ranged from juices and cookies to 3D printed gadgets  

and toys to birdhouses and upcycled surf ponchos.

FUTURE CEO SPRING 2025 – RECAP
The Future CEO program was designed to teach middle 

school students essential business skills, including creating 
business plans, licensing, product development, branding, 
banking & finance, and customer interaction. It aims to inspire 
confidence, creativity, and independence, culminating in 
a Future CEO Business Day & Maker’s Market to showcase 
student ventures.

Henry MacArthur, Aviara Oaks, baked desserts 
from his family’s recipe.

Rohan Singh, Aviara Oaks, 3D printed Pokemon 
characters.

Nikolas Novitchenko, Valley, “Nova 3D Printing” 
making fidget toys, vases, trophy’s and more. 

Joshua Lowery, Aviara Oaks, Ice Cream / Shakes.

Sydney Shafer, Aviara Oaks,  
“Fresh Escapes Juices”.

Saffia Sissaoui, Aviara Oaks,  
baked goods.

Audrey Rivera, Aviara Oaks, cookies Clark Kalaher, Calavera Hills,  
“Tweet, Tweet Birdhouses”.

Olivia Chavez, Aviara Oaks, “Party for 
Hire” & upcycled surf ponchos.

First of many, Future CEO Business Day & Maker’s Market!

Thank you to our first cohort of students in the Future CEO program.

The Future CEO program was made possible by the support of the Grand Pacific Resorts, the Carlsbad Police Officers Foundation, 
Stifel, and V3 Plutus Partners. The Carlsbad Chamber Community Foundation is planning for the next cohort of Future CEO’s, and the 
Fall classes will start in September. For more information go to impactcarlsbad.com

http://www.impactcarlsbad.com
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AI insourcing: The revolution that’s making professional services obsolete
Remember when businesses had no 

choice but to pay exorbitant fees to con-
sultants, agencies, and fractional executives 
for specialized knowledge work? That era is 
rapidly ending.

Just as the Industrial Revolution trans-
formed artisanal craftsmanship with fac-
tory efficiency, AI is now revolutionizing 
knowledge work. The modern information 
artisans—your expensive consultants and 
agencies—are facing their own industrial 
revolution.

KNOWLEDGE WORKER WITHOUT  
AI = INFORMATION BLACKSMITH

The game-changer? AI can now rep-
licate knowledge work in minutes at 
near-zero cost.

Instead of waiting weeks for consultants 
to deliver a strategic plan or paying agencies 
thousands for marketing campaigns, busi-
nesses are discovering they can build their 
own “information factories” in-house. All it 
takes is a laptop, an internet connection, 
and the right AI tools.

This shift is happening lightning-fast be-
cause:

1. ZERO CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS 
Unlike physical factories that needed 

massive investment, information factories 
can be set up instantly with no infrastruc-
ture costs.

2. SPEED ADVANTAGE 
What used to require months of back-

and-forth with vendors can now be accom-
plished in minutes or hours.

3. QUALITY PARITY 
Today’s AI can match or exceed the 

quality of work from mid-tier professional 
service providers.

At SPAARK.ai, we’re at the forefront of 
this revolution. SPAARK.ai empowers orga-
nizations to insource what they previously 
outsourced, cutting costs while dramatically 
accelerating execution.

This is real—and now:
1. AI now drafts go-to-market plans, 

brand campaigns, and investor decks with 
precision.

2. It replicates frameworks from Bain, McK-
insey, and BCG in seconds.

3. It adapts instantly to your data, context, 
and goals—with no retainer needed.

We democratize excellence. SPAARK.ai 
helps you build custom AI workflows that 
turn your company into its own professional 
services powerhouse.

Our clients are eliminating six-figure con-
sultant fees, slashing agency retainers, and 
building internal capabilities that were pre-
viously unimaginable without specialized 
hires.

Why pay someone else to do what you 
can now do better, faster, and cheaper in-
house?

Stop renting expertise. Start owning  
capability.

The future of business execution is 
internal, AI-powered, and unstoppable.

Paul Kildani
Paul@SPAARK.ai
760-271-1400
SPAARK.ai -BOOK YOUR FREE  

CONSULTATION TODAY

Transform your 
organization 
with SPAARK.ai
Unlock 10X Productivity Gains 
in Just 60 Minutes

√  100% of clients report immediate, 
     measurable success
√   Customized Al role plans for every 
     team member
√   Role-specific Al training with 
     hands-on practice
√   Guaranteed productivity boost—risk-free

EXCLUSIVE FREE OFFER:
Become a Certified AI Workflow Practitioner!

Paul@SPAARK.ai                   760-271-1400

https://www.spaark.ai
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Carlsbad Office Furniture
Aaron Kruse, a San Diego native with 

deep roots in the office furniture industry, 
is bringing something new to North County 
— the only dedicated office furniture show-
room in Carlsbad. After years of running 
Seating Source, a successful manufacturing 
company specializing in office chairs and 
height-adjustable desks, Aaron launched 
Carlsbad Office Furniture with a focus on 
serving local businesses with speed, quality, 
and a personal touch.

“Carlsbad has a strong business commu-
nity, but no local dealership that truly fo-
cuses on it,” says Kruse. “I wanted to create a 
showroom that’s accessible, design-forward, 
and built around the real needs of today’s 
workplaces.”

Carlsbad Office Furniture offers work-
space solutions for offices, labs, education, 
and healthcare — with competitive pricing 
and quick turnaround. The showroom in-

cludes an in-house design hub, where cli-
ents can sit down with Aaron to plan their 
space, explore fabric and laminate samples, 
and select products from top-tier manufac-
turers.

What sets us apart is its personal design 
support and commitment to serving the lo-
cal business community. “As a locally owned 
company, we know how important speed 
and flexibility are — that’s why we keep 
popular chairs and desks in stock and ready 
to go,” Kruse says.

With years of experience in manufactur-
ing and distribution, Aaron understands 
what local businesses need — honest 
advice, quality products, and someone 
who’s in their corner. Carlsbad Office Fur-
niture is proud to serve the North Coun-
ty community, helping businesses build 
spaces that support both their people 
and their purpose.

Aaron Kruse, founder, Carlsbad Office Furniture.

http://www.carlsbadofficefurniture.com
http://www.carlsbad.org
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Vienna offers a boutique approach for residents
with cognitive difficulties or memory impairments. 

We are an intimate, family-owned community
dedicated to providing services and amenities

that are tailored to the individual.

Schedule a tour today!
442.325.8090  |  Vienna@WQLiving.com

PERSONALIZED
AND HOLISTIC CARE

A TEAM APPROACH

DAYS WITH
DIGNITY

ENGAGING
THE SENSES

CULINARY
EXPERIENCES

carlsbad’s newest memory care community

2540 FARADAY AVENUE  |  CARLSBAD, CA 92010   |  442.325.8090  |  VIENNAMEMORYCARE.COM

LUNCH WITH AN
OCEAN VIEW

AT THE CROSSINGS
*Coupon code expires 12.31.25. Excludes holidays & alcohol. | 5800 The Crossings Dr. | 760.444.1800

BOOK HERE!

Mention Code

CBADLUNCH

to get 20% off 

your m
eal!

ed with both our Flower Fields and our  
Strawberry Fields. 

This dynamic blend has led Carlsbad to 
become San Diego County’s second high-
est generator of tourism dollars (trailing only 
the city of San Diego itself ). Visit Carlsbad 
CEO Kim Sidoriak noted, “Tourism continues 
to play a vital role in supporting Carlsbad’s 
economy. In 2024, overnight visitors contrib-
uted $34.6 million in transient occupancy 
taxes to the city’s general fund. These funds 
help support essential city services—every-
thing from police and fire departments to 
libraries, parks, and street maintenance.” 

The great news is that these numbers 
show that Carlsbad tourism is still growing. 
For 2024 occupancy rates were up 1.8% 
compared to 2023 (71.6% overall).  The av-
erage daily rate also had modest growth 
of 0.4% to $225.58.  Lastly, the revenue per 
available room rose 2.1% to $159.33.  

Kim also noted, “TOT is the city’s third-larg-
est source of general fund revenue, behind 
property and sales taxes. Unlike those other 
taxes, though, every dollar from TOT stays 

right here in Carlsbad, rather than being 
shared with the state or other entities.” 

The bottom line is that our visitors to 
Carlsbad pay a significant amount toward 
a great quality of life we enjoy in our com-
munity. 

Visitors to Carlsbad, however, don’t just 
contribute to our “tax” revenue, they also 
support many local small businesses.  The 
most notable recipient of visitor spending 
would have to be our restaurants.  Just to-
day, as I was writing this, a member of our 
Chamber shared an article he ran across 
with the following headline: How a sleepy 
coastal California city became a restaurant 
powerhouse. Our restaurants are growing 
in number and quality.  By the way, did you 
ever wonder how a tire company became 
the judge and jury on top line restaurants 
(enquiring minds want to know)? 

Of course, the business of attracting tour-
ists never rests. Multi-million-dollar renova-
tions, remodels and investments have re-
cently happened or are planned at Omni La 
Costa Resort & Spa, the Park Hyatt Aviara, 
Grand Pacific Resorts, LEGOLAND, Hilton 
Garden Inn Carlsbad Beach, SpringHill 
Suites Carlsbad, and Homewood Suites 
by Hilton (I most likely missed a few). A re-
cent huge win for Carlsbad was the Omni La 
Costa securing the NCAA men’s and wom-
en’s golf championships.  We are in year two 
of a five-year run for that event (and there 
is a possibility of that extending much fur-
ther beyond the five years currently under 
contract). 

In short, Carlsbad’s tourism sector is thriv-
ing. And while parking in the Village during 
the summer months can be challenging, the 
positive impact of our tourism far outweighs 
the minor inconveniences. So, let’s roll out 
the red carpet and bring on the Zonies, the 
Angelinos, and the Canadians…you are wel-
come here…and don’t be shy about spend-
ing your hard-earned cash! 

› �TOURISM 
Continued from Page 1

sizes the unique way her tours allow locals 
to rediscover their city:​ “We believe the 
best way to experience Carlsbad Village is 
through food because food tells the story 
of a neighborhood’s people, history, and 
culture,” Poulos explains. 

“Carlsbad Food Tours offers a local’s per-
spective on our unique ‘Village by the Sea,’ 
highlighting the old-world charm and culi-
nary jewels that make our guided walking 
tours a great foodie experience.” You can 
learn more about this on Episode 26 of 
our Carlsbad: People, Purpose and Impact 
Podcast.

Staycations are also more affordable, 
eco-friendly, and flexible, perfect for to-

day’s busy professionals and families nav-
igating hybrid work schedules and rising 
travel costs.​ So the next time you feel the 
urge to get away, consider staying put. 
Carlsbad isn’t just where you live, it’s where 
you can live it up.!

Don’t miss local deals on lodging, din-
ing, and experiences. Visit the Carlsbad 
Chamber of Commerce’s “Stay & Play” spe-
cial section of this issue of the Business 
Journal and rediscover the magic of your 
own hometown.​

› �PASSPORT 
Continued from Page 1

http://www.viennamemorycare.com
https://www.thecrossingsatcarlsbad.com
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Data 
is key
QuidelOrtho has passionately 
and purposely pursued the 
unknown. Leverage our 80 years’ 
expertise transforming medical 
diagnostics into actionable 
healthcare insights.

Unlock a healthier future.

QuidelOrtho.com

https://www.quidelortho.com/global/en

